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Figure 1: Quarterly incidence rates of top five Watch antibiotics in primary care
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There are major concerns regarding the risk of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) evoked through the inappropriate 
use of antibiotics. The WHO AWaRe classification has identified antibiotics that have high resistance potential, 
referred to as Watch antibiotics. 

The use of antibiotics with high resistance potential in primary and secondary 
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Figure 2: Outcomes associated with use of top five Watch antibiotics
This study utilised R packages 
for standardised analytics:
• Quarterly incidence rates 

(IRs) of Watch antibiotic 
prescriptions, overall and 
stratified by age and sex.

• Characterisation of users of 
Watch antibiotics, including 
demographics, diagnoses of 
outcomes of interest and 
prior antibiotic use.

HERON-UK is a Real-World 
Evidence Network set up in 
collaboration between Health 
Data Research UK (HDRUK), the 
University of Oxford, and seven 
health data partners across the 
UK. These include primary and 
secondary care data, allowing 
for cross-nation federated 
research studies.
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